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Water safety 
 

Around 400 people needlessly drown in the UK every year and  thousands more 
suffer injury, some life changing, through  near-drowning experiences. With the 
summer holidays coming up  please make sure you educate your children on the 

dangers of  playing in water. The Royal Life Saving Society have a very 
informative website. 

See link below and keep your children safe.  
http://www.rlss.org.uk/water-safety/water-safety/summer-water-safety/ 

Windy News 
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What’s happening? 

 Diary Dates 

 Attendance 

 Staffing update 

 Sats results 

   

Sports Stars 
 

I would like to say a huge  
congratulations to everyone who 

will be receiving a medal or 
award at our Sports Assembly 

next week. A particular mention 
must go to Riley and Emilia  who 

were nominated for the  
Gateshead School Sports  

Partnership Sports Achievers’ 
awards. Riley  received a Primary 

Young Sports Achiever Award 
and Emilia was highly  

commended for the Primary 
Young Sport Leader. Mr. Gibson  
was highly commended for the 
Unsung Hero award. The Dance 
Festival group won the blazing 
the trail friendship award for 
best dance routine.  It was a 
great night of celebration. 

 
    Returning to school in September 
 
I would just like to remind all parents that when the children return to school in September they 
need to be wearing black school shoes, boots or trainers as this is part of our  school uniform rules. 
Also can I remind you that black leggings are not part of our school uniform policy and should not be 
worn (unless for PE).  
The Children in KS2 will all be provided with a standard school pencil case. It will include all of the 
equipment they need over the course of the year. Individual pencil cases will not be allowed in school.  
Our PE uniform is plain white t shirt and black leggings, shorts or joggers and school jumper and this 
can be worn for school on PE days only. No coloured tracksuits are allowed.  
A reminder also about our policy in relation to hair: 
Long hair ( below shoulder length)  should be tied back. During term-time pupils are asked not to have 
fashion hairstyles which include: shaved, dyed or streaked hair, patterns, mohawks, lines and  
tramlines. It has been noticed that some boys are having ‘lines’ cut into their hair and these should 
be allowed to grow out/ be cut out for the return to school after the holidays 
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100% Attendance Awards 
 

A reminder that holiday in term time is not allowed by this  
Government unless there are exceptional circumstances. As harsh as it 

may seem, having an affordable holiday or set work holidays are not 
considered exceptional.  

The National Framework for Penalty Notices for school absence will 
come into effect from 19th August 2024, and the local  Gateshead 
Code of Conduct has been updated to reflect the new framework. 

The significant changes are: 
New national threshold—There will be a new single consistent national  

threshold for Penalty Notices of 10 unauthorised sessions within a 
rolling 10 school week period. This is a change from Gateshead’s  

current threshold of 10 unauthorised absences in 12 weeks. 
Increase in penalty amount 

An increase to the rate of a penalty notice from £120 if paid within 
28 days, reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days to £160 if paid within 

28 days, reduced to £80 if paid within 21 days. 
Abolition of Warning Letter 

Parents will no longer receive a Warning Letter for the first unauthor-
ised leave of absence referral, as per current Code of Conduct; all 
parents will be issued with a Penalty Notice at the first referral. 

 
Please remember to let the  

office know if your child is going to be absent from school. 
 

On Tuesday 16th July  we  will be holding our 100%  
attendance awards. We have 16 children who achieved 100%  

attendance during the 2023-24 academic year.  A huge thank you to 
those parents who have enabled this to happen.  

 
A special mention must go to Ethan, Emilia and Zak who 
celebrated 2 years full attendance, and Oscar and Emily 
who had 4 years full attendance. Well done to all of you.  

Telephone: 0191 4694954 
www.windynookprimary.org 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Please note that some dates may change due to circumstances  

beyond the school’s control. 

 

Fri 19th Jul School finishes for summer holidays 

  Y6 Leavers Assembly 9:15 

Mon 2nd Sept School closed for staff training 

Tues 3rd  Sep School reopens for pupils ( except Nursery) 

Staffing updates 

We hope that your children have  

enjoyed spending time with their new 
class teacher during our transition 

days.  

We would like to welcome  

Mr. McKay as  our KS1 Phase leader 

Mrs. Traynor as our new Assistant 
Headteacher 

Mr. Hill as our Snowdrops teacher 

Mr. Brown will cover Mrs.  

Ramanandi’s Assistant Headteacher 
role during her absence. 

We would like to say goodbye and 
good luck to Mrs. Herring who starts 

her maternity leave, and to Mr. 
Hawdon and  Mrs. Short who are 

moving on to new roles. I would like 
to thank them for their hard work 

and the  support they have given me 
and your children  

during their time with us. 

SATS results 
 

I would like to say a huge well done 
to the staff and pupils in Year 6 for 
their excellent SATS results this 

year They have had a superb  
attitude to learning this year and 

given 100% effort in every aspect of 
school life. We have sent a couple of 

papers back to be  
remarked but at the current time 

the results are 
Reading  school 75%, National 74% 
 Writing school 69%, National 72% 
SPAG school 70%, National 72% 
Maths school 70%, National  73% 
Science school 80%, National 81% 

Free School Meals / Holiday Vouchers 
 

Regardless of which year group your child is in, if you think you may 
qualify for means tested free school meals, please contact the main  
office for a claim form, or apply online at  https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/
article/7433/Free-school-meals  
Even if you do not wish your child to take the school meal, you may 
receive food  shopping vouchers for school holiday periods from  
Gateshead Council. This summer  holiday you will receive vouchers of 
£100 per  eligible child. 
 
Our school will also benefit from the grant attached to each pupil who is 
eligible. Currently, this is worth £1,300 per pupil and would be a huge 
loss to the school if parents do not claim. This grant is used to provide 
extra staffing in school.  
 
Remember children transferring from Year 2 to Year 3 are no longer 
entitled to universal free school meals. You will need to apply for free 
school meals if you are not already registered.  
If you need any more information, please contact school. Thank you 


