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DRUGS EDUCATION POLICY STATEMENT  

Introduction

Windy Nook Primary School is committed to the health and safety of its members and will take action to safeguard their well-being.  We will actively discourage the use of illegal substances, alcohol or tobacco and the misuse of glue, solvents, prescribed and over-the-counter medicines.  We acknowledge the importance of our pastoral role in the welfare of young people and through the general ethos of the school, will seek to enable pupils needing support to come forward. 
Article 33: You have the right to protection from harmful drugs and from the drug trade.

Article 27:  You have the right to food, clothing, a safe place to live and to have your basic needs met. You should not be disadvantaged so that you can't do many of the things other kids can do
Purpose of the policy 
• To support the school’s endeavour to maintain the safety and well-being of all pupils, staff and visitors 

• To clarify legal responsibilities, entitlements and obligations 

• To support all the members of the school community by providing clear guidance and procedures on drug related issues to ensure clarity and consistency   

• To develop a whole school approach to drug education in the context of the school curriculum 

 •To enable young people to make appropriate choices and to enable them to effectively fulfil their responsibility as citizens

•To help us establish links with outside agencies to support families 
Key roles and responsibilities 
Head teacher: Lucie Forrest

PSHE Coordinator: Danielle Smith 

Inclusive definition of drugs 
We define a drug as a substance that, when taken into the body, changes the way we feel, the way we perceive things, and the way our body works. This definition includes illegal substances and also legal substances such as alcohol, tobacco, solvents and medicines.  

Rationale/key principles 
It is our aim to help all pupils to be able to take their place safely in a world where a wide range of drugs exists. We recognise that some drugs have beneficial effects, but also that every drug has potential harm. For this reason, all drugs need appropriate and responsible care and management. In order to be able to make informed choices, staff and pupils need to understand the nature of drugs, their social status, their uses and effects. 

Boundaries, including relevance of the policy to school trips and visits The legal definition of premises of the school includes everything within the property boundaries including buildings, outbuildings, playgrounds, fields and also extends to include other settings such as vehicles or any venue managed by the school at the time of e.g. premises of a school trip or visit. The policy will also relate to pupils use of the premises and grounds beyond the school day.
The policy is based on 3 key issues:

1. Drug prevention is a multi-agency/family role.

2. Education in the area of self-awareness, self-confidence, understanding health and health promotion are the most effective ways of developing a long-term healthy and socially acceptable attitude towards drugs.

3. Because different drugs bring different risks, children need to

understand the risks associated with smoking, alcohol, improper use of

prescribed drugs as well as illegally obtained substances.

Implementation

· Our Drugs Education will be provided in the broader context of the teaching of personal social and health education (PSHE) and Citizenship as part of a child's life skills and preparation for adulthood.

· It will be delivered in the context of the school as part of the community, taking into account the local circumstances and culture.

· It will provide factual and accurate information backed up with consistent advice, delivered in a clear and honest manner that informs without encouraging drug misuse.

· Our programme will be delivered by teachers and other professionals with specific training in the requirements of drug education and issues relating to drug misuse and will be backed up with access to advice or help for children with problems or concerns.

· It is felt that drug education should start at least two to three years before the likely age of experimentation.  Drug issues will be reinforced throughout the child’s education, matching their increasing understanding and maturity.
· Outside agencies may be involved in the planning and teaching of the drug education programme and will be asked to adhere to our school policy. We use visitors to support our planned teacher lead programme of education, in line with national and local guidance. The class teacher is always present when visitors are working with our pupils.
Curricular Links

The revised National Curriculum (2014) sets out the basic curriculum as follows:

The science order requires that children are taught:

* at Key Stage 1 "about the role of drugs as medicines"
* at Key Stage 2 "about the effects on the human body of tobacco,

alcohol and other drugs, and how these relate to their personal health"
In science children also consider biological information and health and safety issues and also have the opportunity to assess evidence and draw conclusions.

The non-statutory guidelines for PSHE and Citizenship include ‘Developing a healthy safer Lifestyle’ in which it states;

Pupils should be taught at Key Stage 1,

‘how to make simple choices which improve their health and well-being‘

‘that all household products, including medicines, can be harmful if not

used properly’

‘rules for, and ways of, keeping safe, including basic road safety, and about people who can help them to stay safe’.

At Key Stage 2 pupils should be taught;

‘which commonly available substances and drugs are legal and illegal, their

effects and risks,’

‘that pressure to behave in an unacceptable or risky way can come from a

variety of sources, including people they know, and how to ask for help and use basic techniques for resisting pressure to do wrong.’

‘what makes a healthy lifestyle, including the benefits of exercise and

healthy eating, what affects mental health, and how to make informed

choices’

‘that bacteria and viruses can affect health and that following simple, safe routines can reduce their spread’

‘to recognise the different risks in different situations and then decide how to behave responsibly, including sensible road use, and judging what kind of physical contact is acceptable or unacceptable’
‘school rules about health and safety, basic emergency aid procedures

and where to get help’
Other subjects offer further opportunities to include drugs education too, for example:

English

· explore relevant issues through literature

· develop communication skills

· develop inter-personal skills through drama and role play

· make considered use of a range of reference materials

Religious Education

· develop understanding of moral issues

· develop skills to express their own views clearly

· consider the personal, social and moral consequences of their actions

Design Technology

· develop awareness of safety, hazards and risks

· (e.g. safe handling of solvents and glues)

· use information sources to assess the risk of

· unfamiliar materials

· take responsibility for the consequences of their actions for themselves and others

Physical Education

· develop positive attitudes towards health

· develop safety awareness

Management of Drug Related Incidents in School

Pupils, staff and visitors to the premises are made aware of the school’s drug policy.  

Routine arrangements 
• Medicines The school has a procedure for the administration of medicines that must be followed for everyone’s safety.  

• Alcohol No alcohol will be consumed during the course of a normal school day. Alcohol is not permitted on the school premises except by the permission of the Headteacher. Any adult under the effects of alcohol will be asked to leave the premises for the safety of the whole school.  

• Tobacco The school and its grounds are no smoking areas at all times. Pupils are not permitted to bring to school smoking materials, including matches and lighters. In the interests of health and safety, should a pupil be found in possession of any of these on school premises, they will be confiscated. 

• Solvents The school will ensure that potentially hazardous substances are stored safely, and pupils will be supervised if it is necessary that they come into contact with them in the course of their work. Pupils are not permitted to be in possession of products such as solvents and aerosols. (only exception permitted is aerosol ventolin / any other approved medicines administered in the presence of an adult and stored in a locked medicine cupboard.) 

• Illegal drugs No illegal drugs are allowed to be brought on to, or used on school premises. To protect the health and safety of the school community checks will be made of the site to ensure that drug paraphernalia is not on site.
Incidents 
A drug related incident may include any of the following: 
• Finding drugs, or related items on school premises 
• Possession of drugs by an individual on school premises 
• Use of drugs by an individual on school premises 
• Supply of drugs on school premises 
• Individuals disclosing information about their drug use 
• Rumours or reports of drug possession supply or drug use. 

Guiding principles 
The school is aware of its legal responsibilities in regard to drug related incidents and in responding to them. 
The policy of the school is that any incident involving drugs that is seen to pose, or could pose a risk to any pupil should be reported immediately to the nominated responsible person. The nominated responsible person is The Head teacher or Deputy Head teacher in her absence.

The Head teacher will take the appropriate action - this may involve parents, Social Services, the police and any other outside agency deemed appropriate.

The first concern is the welfare of the child and if any medical assistance is required this will be sought immediately.

If a child needs to go to hospital he/she will be accompanied by a member of staff and parents will be informed.

Any substances or other evidence will be given to the Head teacher for safe keeping it may be handed over to the police for disposal (This should be witnessed and the substance locked away).

Where a child discloses to a teacher any drugs related information the teacher must make clear that no guarantee of confidentiality can be given owing to the seriousness of drug misuse.

Any illegal drug related behaviour within the proximity of the school and its grounds whether or not involving a pupil will be reported to the police.

The Head teacher and/or LA representative will deal with all media enquiries.

The Head teacher must retain the responsibility for deciding how to respond to particular incidents, taking account of the factors involved.

Dissemination of the policy

It is the responsibility of the Head teacher to ensure that staff, governors and parents are informed about this drugs education policy, and that the policy is implemented effectively. 

The school is aware that the primary role in children’s drugs education lies with parents. We wish to build a positive and supporting relationship with the parents of children at our school through mutual understanding, trust and co-operation. In promoting this objective we will:

· inform parents about the school drugs education policy and practice;

· answer any questions parents may have about the drugs education their child receives in school

· inform parents about the best practice known with regard to drugs education so that parents can support the key messages being given to children at school.

This policy is available on request from the school reception.

Monitoring and Review

Monitoring by the leadership group will ensure the effectiveness of the policy. This policy will be reviewed in consultation with staff and governors.
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