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Nursery Admission Policy

Free Nursery Entitlement for Three and Four-Year-Olds.  Academic Year 2026–2027
Entitlement Overview
All children aged 3 and 4 are entitled to:
· 15 hours of free early education per week over 38 weeks (universal entitlement).
· Up to 30 hours for eligible working families (extended entitlement) 

Provision Offered at Windy Nook Primary
Universal Entitlement:
· 5 mornings per week or 5 afternoons per week
Extended Entitlement (limited places):
· 8:45 am – 3:15 pm, Monday to Friday
· Includes lunchtime wraparound care at £2 per day
· Children must bring a packed lunch

Eligibility for Extended Entitlement
To qualify for 30 hours:
· Both parents (or the sole parent in a single-parent household) must be working and earning the equivalent of 16 hours at minimum wage, but less than £100,000 per year 
· Apply via Childcare Choices or GOV.UK for a code.
· Codes must be renewed every 3 months.
· More details: Gateshead Council 30 Hours Info 

Admission Timing
Children are admitted at the start of the term following their third birthday:
· September 2026
· January 2027
· April 2027

Start dates may be delayed supporting a smooth transition, at the discretion of the Head Teacher.
Oversubscription Criteria
If applications exceed available places, priority is given in this order:
· Children turning 4 during the 2025/26 academic year
· Looked After Children (Children Act 1989, Section 22)
· Children accessing full universal or extended entitlement
· Children in catchment with a sibling at the school
· Children in catchment
· Children in Gateshead with a sibling at the school
· Children with exceptional medical or social needs (see below)
· Other children in Gateshead
· Children outside Gateshead, if places remain

If places remain, younger children turning 3 during the year will be considered in term order (Autumn, Spring, Summer), using the same priority list.
Exceptional Needs (Point a)
Applications on medical/social grounds must include written evidence from a registered professional (e.g., GP, social worker). This will be reviewed by the Head Teacher and a panel of governors. Submission of evidence does not guarantee a place.
Tie Breaker
If multiple children meet the same criteria, priority is given to those living closest to the school, measured in a straight line ("as the crow flies").
Allocation of Places
· Parents/carers should indicate their preferred attendance pattern.
· If oversubscribed, places are allocated by date of application (earliest first).

Address Criteria
The address used must be that of the parent/legal guardian or a relevant adult with parental responsibility (Children Act 1989).

Changes in Circumstances
· If a child becomes eligible for extended entitlement after the deadline, they may start the following week, subject to availability.
· If eligibility is lost, the child will revert to universal entitlement, and a new attendance pattern will be agreed.

Waiting List
· Managed by the Head Teacher throughout the academic year.
· Prioritised using the same admission criteria.
· Length of time on the list is not a factor.

Application Deadline
To apply for a place starting September 2026 or early admission in January or April 2026:
· Submit your application to the Head Teacher by 7th November 2025
· You will be notified of the outcome by 1st May 2026

Complaints
If you believe the admissions criteria were not fairly applied, you may submit a complaint via the school’s Governing Body complaints procedure.

Reception Admission
A place in nursery does not guarantee a place in Reception.
You must apply separately via the Gateshead School Admissions Portal in the September before your child turns 4.
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