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Windy Nook Primary School - Music Policy 2026
At Windy Nook Primary School, we believe that music is a vital part of a broad and balanced curriculum. Music supports children’s creativity, emotional development, self-discipline and sense of community. Our music curriculum provides all pupils with high-quality musical experiences that foster enjoyment, confidence and progress.
This policy outlines our approach to teaching and learning in music, the use of Rosenshine’s Principles, the integration of oracy through our use of Voice 21, and the support offered by the Gateshead Music Service Music Mentor scheme.
Our Aims and Objectives in Teaching Music
1. Intent 
Our curriculum intent is to develop children’s understanding and confidence in three elements: performance, listening and appraisal. We then break those three strands into more specific skills and have a focus on building understanding of musical vocabulary. The programme is organised into distinct learning levels rather than age groups, allowing mixed-year classes to start together and progress at an appropriate pace. Each level includes a tailored project with clear end points that gradually build musical skills in line with the National Curriculum. 
Our key aims are:
· Provide opportunities for our children to continue rehearsing and performing of music i.e. through whole-class music teaching, singing and performing, and rehearsing/performing Christmas Nativities across school. Children sing in every assembly and our school choir enjoy performing in school and the wider community e.g. Glasshouse, QE Hospital, Elgin Centre and St. Alban’s Church.
· Offering music tuition - brass, woodwind, strings and percussion teachers teach groups each week. Their learning is celebrated through a range of events e.g. Christmas Carol Service, Easter Service, Summer Concert, pantomimes etc. 
· Our pupils to understand that there is always a choice with using technology and, as a school, we utilise technology to model positive use. 
· To recognise and promote the benefits to mental wellbeing that music can have.
· To promote music in allowing pupils to be creative. We also understand the cognitive skills that music can develop.
· to impart knowledge of musical vocabulary and terminology – this is threaded throughout Music Mentor programme.
· for children to enjoy music and recognise its value as a lifelong skill.


2. Implementation

EYFS

In the Early Years, Music is linked to Expressive Arts and Design Development. For further information please refer to the Evidencing Subjects in the Early Years at Windy Nook Primary Document or click on the link for Birth-to-Five Matters framework. There is a strong focus on singing and listening to music and sounds. 
KS1 & KS2
Music Mentor supports our Years 1-6 in their development of core musical skills via: rhythmic accuracy, ensemble skills, musical confidence and understanding of key musical concepts.
The programme is organised into distinct learning levels rather than age groups, allowing mixed-year classes to start together and progress at an appropriate pace. Each level includes a tailored project with clear end points that gradually build musical skills in line with the National Curriculum. 
Specialist input helps children access high-quality teaching and provides teachers with a framework that is well-sequenced, modelled effectively and supportive of varied pupil needs.
Our curriculum follows the National Curriculum for Music and is sequenced from EYFS to Year 6 to ensure progression in:
· Rhythm and pulse
· Pitch and melody
· Notation and musical vocabulary
· Listening and appraising
· Performance
· Composition and improvisation
Resources include tuned and untuned percussion, classroom instruments, digital tools, high-quality recordings and the wealth of resources provided by the lesson suite ‘Music Mentor’ from Gateshead Music Service.
Rosenshine’s Principles in Music
We apply Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction in the following ways:
Small steps:
Musical skills (e.g., beat, pitch, notation) are broken into manageable components to support mastery before complexity increases.
Modelling:
Teachers and online Music Mentors model musical techniques, vocabulary and processes such as clapping rhythms, singing phrases, or demonstrating instrument handling.
Guided practice:
Pupils rehearse new skills with adult support—repeating patterns, practising sections of a song, or trying short improvisations.
Checking for understanding:
Teachers continuously assess comprehension through questioning, quick performance tasks and repetition with variation.
Review:
Lessons begin with retrieval of previously learned musical concepts, and long-term retrieval is built into units and across year groups.
Oracy in Music
Oracy is embedded to support deeper musical understanding and communication. Children:
· Use musical vocabulary to articulate ideas (e.g., tempo, dynamics, timbre).
· Evaluate performances using structured talk frames (from Voice 21)
· Listen actively and respond thoughtfully to music.
· Discuss composers, genres and history of music.
· Work collaboratively and communicate effectively in ensemble situations e.g. rehearsing for musical performances.
We use approaches such as talk partners, open questioning and zones of relevance to strengthen verbal expression.
Inclusion, SEND and Disadvantaged Learners
Windy Nook Primary School is committed to ensuring all pupils—regardless of background, ability, or additional needs—access a high-quality music curriculum.
We ensure inclusion through:
· Adaptive teaching (e.g. simplified rhythms, visual prompts, differentiated parts).
· Multi-sensory approaches, including kinaesthetic learning, visual notation, and auditory modelling.
· Chunked instructions and repetition to build confidence.
· Pre-teaching vocabulary and concepts.
· Use of technology for accessibility (e.g., digital composition, apps allowing independent exploration).
· Flexible grouping to support collaborative confidence and reduce anxiety.
· Adult support on a 1:1 and/or small-group basis for learners who have more significant barriers to access their learning.
3. Impact

The impact is assessed through systematically-uploaded video and sound recordings. These are monitored for progression in skills and improved knowledge of key concepts.
Children will be confident when talking about music, as well as creating and performing it. Children will develop a growing knowledge of musical vocabulary, in order to use it confidently. We will encourage children to develop knowledge and skills they can continue to build on in their next stage of education and beyond. The way pupils showcase, share, celebrate and publish their work will best show the impact of our curriculum. Progress of our music curriculum is demonstrated through outcomes and the record of coverage and assessment documents in the process of achieving these outcomes.

Assessment:
Assessment in music is ongoing, formative and based on:
· Observation of practical skills.
· Listening and appraising activities.
· Performance in groups and individually.
· Use of musical vocabulary in discussion and reflection.
· Beginning-and-end-of-unit review tasks (via video/sound recording).
Progress is tracked using the school’s wider assessment systems to ensure clear next steps.
Roles and Responsibilities
· Music Lead: Oversees curriculum intent, implementation and impact; supports staff; liaises with Gateshead Music Service.
· Teachers: Deliver high-quality music lessons, maintain high expectations and use adaptive strategies.
· Music Mentors: Provide specialist teaching, CPD, and enrichment.
· SLT: Monitors provision and ensures resources meet the needs of all pupils.
· Pupils: Participate with enthusiasm, respect instruments, and reflect on their own development.

Monitoring and Evaluation:
The Music Lead and SLT monitor music provision through:
· Lesson visits
· Pupil voice
· Review of planning
· Work samples (audio, video, notation)
· Engagement levels in extracurricular activities e.g. summer concert, Christmas and Easter Services
We use these findings to inform our future approach to music at Windy Nook.
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